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Rose Marie Simmons

	My sister and I were standing at the fence, and my two friends were standing on a bench behind me, high enough so that they could see. One of the most impressive things were the two huge planes that landed with the “United States of America” on them. It was overwhelming to see the official planes of the President—including Air Force One. That was almost the thrill of the day right there, and then the Kennedys got off the plane.
	So, when I shook his hand, I asked him for an autograph for my history teacher. He replied in his Boston accent, “There’s too many people here. If I wrote one for you, I’d have to sign an autograph for everyone.” He quickly assured me that if I wrote to his secretary, Evelyn Lincoln, she would send me an autographed picture.
	I don’t know if I really expected anything back, and I was very surprised when I received an envelope from the White House with a letter and an autographed picture of President Kennedy. The letter from Evelyn Lincoln is so genuine. You can tell it really touched her that, shortly before the assassination, he mentioned her name.


1.  How many people were with Rose Simmons?
   	 a. 3		 b. 1		c. 2		d. none of the above

2.  What was written on the official planes of the President?
     	 a. Air Force One	    b. United States of America	             c. both		d. none of the above

3.  What was the name of President Kennedy’s secretary?
    	 a. Evelyn Kennedy	      b. Rose Simmons	         c. Evelyn Lincoln		d. none of the above

4.  Ultimately, how did Rose Simmons receive President Kennedy’s signature?
      	a. by asking her history teacher  	b. by shaking the president’s hand  
     	c. by visiting the White House 		d. by writing a letter to JFK’s secretary

5.  What did Rose receive?
 a. a letter	           b. an autographed picture	           c. both		d. none of the above


Glen Gatlin

	The crowds were enthusiastic, waving. Mrs. Kennedy had on a really cute pink outfit. Governor Connally always looked very, very handsome, and Kennedy, of course, was a guy that could have been a male model and sold clothes very nicely. He was always a good-looking chap. It was just one of the best times. You had a feeling that you were part of an important national event, something that might even be a little bit historic. We had a very good view of the President and everyone until they disappeared around the corner.
[After the assassination] It was almost like one of the Tolkien novels, as if a dark spirit had descended on the community. Amazing rumors began to fly. It was blamed on the Russians. It was blamed on the Cubans. It was a very hard day in Dallas life.
	I think if there’s anything to be learned from the experience of the Kennedy assassination, it is that in addition to loving one another, we also need to forgive, and people found that hard to do for Dallas. If Dallasites are ever confronted with a similar situation in another city, they really need to forgive and have an open mind toward the people there because the act of one individual—or a random group of individuals—should not be allowed to stain the community.


1.  Who is mentioned riding in the car with the President and Mrs. Kennedy?
     	a. Glen Gatlin	              b. a policeman	                 c. Governor Connally		d. none of the above

2.  What color was the First Lady wearing during the parade?
     	a. white	     b. pink	             c. blue		  d. black

3.  Who was blamed for the assassination?
     	a. Russians  	      b. Cubans	             c. Dallas	                 d. both a & b               	e. all of the above

4.  What does Glen Gatlin ask people to do?
   	 a. forgive 	      b. love one another	 	c. have an open mind	 	d. all of the above

5.  What should not be allowed to stain the community?
   	a. the acts of one individual		b. the acts of a random group      	c. both a & b 



Tony Zoppi

	When I arrived, cars were parked for a quarter of a mile. I went to the back of the hospital at the emergency entrance. Two Secret Service agents were standing there, and one of them said, “Where are you going?” I said, “I’m going into the hospital. I’m Tony Zoppi with the Dallas News.” He said, “Let me see your press pass.” In my haste—and it was my day off—I didn’t have my press pass with me. So, I was stuck outside. I was the only newspaperman that was left out, and I was totally frustrated.
	The driver and his helper got out of the ambulance and were trying to lift the casket onto the gurney. It was so heavy, they couldn’t lift it. So, he turned to me and another fellow, and he said, “Would you grab a corner?” And we helped lift the casket. Now, we were headed into the hospital, and the same Secret Service man who wouldn’t let me in is now saying, “Come on! Come on!” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Up to that moment, there were all kinds of speculation about whether Kennedy was just injured. Some said Connally had been killed—all the confusing stories. He [Dallas News editor] said, “Tony, are you positively sure?” I said, “I’m absolutely sure, John. The President is dead.” And to my knowledge, that was the first outside news.


1.  How many Secret Service agents were standing at the emergency entrance?
      	a. 2		b. 1		c. 3		d. none of the above 

2.  Why was Tony Zoppi not allowed into the hospital?
      	a. no one was allowed inside		b. he forgot his press pass	       c. he was a newspaperman

3.  How was he able to get inside?
      	a. snuck in	           b. found his press pass            c. asked politely      	             d. helped carry a casket 

4.  Who was the casket for?
     	 a. Governor Connally	       b. President Kennedy	    c. Lee Oswald             d. none of the above

5.  What did Tony Zoppi do after carrying the casket into the hospital?
      	a. went home	        b. wrote a story for the newspaper	 c. called his editor	      d. wept
See pictures and read the full story: http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth35089/m1/14/
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